Guide To Shofar Service – order of sounds:

The two blessings, "to hear the sound of the shofar" and Sheheheyanu ("who has kept us in life"), are recited by the person who sounds the shofar. While only one person blows the shofar, all the worshippers listen.

The Torah (Numbers 10:6-8) mentions two different sounds, the teki'ah, one long blast, and the teru'ah, a shorter sound. Since the rabbis were not certain exactly what the teru'ah was, two possibilities emerged: the shevarim, broken sounds resembling a moan, and the teruah, an outcry of nine staccato notes. Both are used today.

Thus the blowing of the shofar follows a prescribed pattern. It is composed of three sets of blasts, each consisting of three repetitions of three notes. Each set is different from the other. The various notes of the shofar that are blown are:

teki'ah--one long blast,

shevarim--three broken sounds, and

teru'ah--nine staccato notes.

The pattern of blasts is as follows:

teki'ah shevarim teru'ah tekiah;

teki'ah shevarim teki'ah;

teki'ah teru'ah teki'ah.

The final tekiah is prolonged (it is called teki'ah gedolah, a "great blast"). This last blast recalls the verse from Isaiah, "And on that day a great ram's horn shall be sounded" (27:13).
