Talmud Masekhet Sotah 14a


R. Hama son of R. Hanina further said: What means the text: Ye shall walk after the Lord your God?(4) Is it, then, possible for a human being to walk after the Shechinah; for has it not been said: For the Lord thy God is a devouring fire?(5) But [the meaning is] to walk after the attributes of the Holy One, blessed be He. As He clothes the naked, for it is written: And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife coats of skin, and clothed them,(6) so do thou also clothe the naked. The Holy One, blessed be He, visited the sick, for it is written: And the Lord appeared unto him by the oaks of Mamre,(7) so do thou also visit the sick. The Holy One, blessed be He, comforted mourners, for it is written: And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed Isaac his son,(8) so do thou also comfort mourners. The Holy one, blessed be He, buried the dead, for it is written: And He buried him in the valley,(9) so do thou also bury the dead.

   
R. Simlai expounded: Torah begins with an act of gemilut hasadim(11) and ends with an act of gemilut hasadim. It begins with it, for it is written: And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife coats of skin, and clothed them;(12) and it ends with it, for it is written: ‘And He buried him in the valley’.

_______________________________

(4) Deut. 13.5: “Follow none but YHVH your God, and revere none but God; observe God’s commandments only…hold fast to God.”

(5) Deut. 4.24: “YHVH your God is a consuming fire, and impassioned God.”

(6) Gen. 3.21: “God made garments of skins for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”

(7) Gen. 18.1. “God appeared to him by the terebinths of Mamre; he was sitting at the entrance of the tent as the day grew hot.”

Since the preceding verses deal with Abraham's circumcision, it is deduced that the occasion was when he was recovering.

(8) Gen. 25.11: “After the death of Abraham, God blessed his son Isaac.”

(9) Deut. 34.6: “God buried him in the valley in the land of Moab”

 (11) Gemilut hasadim, lit., ‘doing deeds of loving kindness’. The inner meaning of the phrase is ‘making good’, ‘requiting’ — a making good to man for the goodness of God and it is connected with tenderness and mercy to all men and all classes.
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