The Five Prohibited Grains of Pesakh

BT Pesakhim 35a


MISHNAH. These are the things with which one fulfills one’s obligation on  Pesakh: WITH WHEAT, WITH BARLEY, WITH SPELT, WITH RYE, AND WITH OATS. 

AND THEY DISCHARGE [IT] WITH DEMAI, WITH FIRST TITHE WHOSE TERUMAH HAS BEEN SEPARATED, AND WITH SECOND TITHE OR HEKDESH WHICH HAVE BEEN REDEEMED
; AND PRIESTS [CAN DISCHARGE THEIR OBLIGATION] WITH HALLAH AND TERUMAH. BUT [A MAN CAN]NOT [DISCHARGE HIS OBLIGATION] WITH TEBEL, NOR WITH FIRST TITHE WHOSE TERUMAH HAS NOT BEEN SEPARATED, NOR WITH SECOND TITHE OR HEKDESH WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN REDEEMED. [AS TO] THE [UNLEAVENED] LOAVES OF THE THANKSOFFERING
 AND THE WAFERS OF A NAZIRITE, IF HE MADE THEM FOR HIMSELF, HE CANNOT DISCHARGE [HIS OBLIGATION] WITH THEM; IF HE MADE THEM TO SELL IN THE MARKET, HE CAN DISCHARGE [HIS OBLIGATION] WITH THEM.

   
GEMARA. A Tanna taught: Kusmin [spelt] is a species of wheat; oats and rye are a species of barley; kusmin is gulba; shipon is dishra; shiboleth shu'al is foxears.

   
Only these [five are fit], but not rice or millet. How do we know it? — Said R. Simeon b. Lakish, and thus the School of R. Ishmael taught, and thus the school of R. Eliezer b. Jacob taught, Scripture says, You shall eat no leavened bread with it, seven days you shall eat unleavened bread (Devarim 16.3): [with regard to] foods which come to the state of leaven, a man discharges his obligation with unleavened bread [made] thereof; thus these [rice and millet] are excluded, which do not come to the state of leaven but to the state of decay.

�  One tenth (tithe) of the produce, called the first tithe, was given to the Levite, and he in turn gave a tenth thereof, called the terumah of tithe, to the priest. Another tenth of the produce, called the second tithe, was eaten by its owners (Israelites, as opposed to Levites and priests) in Jerusalem, or redeemed and the redemption money was expended in Jerusalem. Hekdesh (q.v. Glos.) could be similarly redeemed. The second tithe reference in the Mishnah is to places outside Jerusalem.


� The thanksoffering was accompanied by forty loaves, thirty of which were unleavened.


� The Gemara here translates the Hebrew into contemporary Aramaic terms. Foxears is grain which grows in ears shaped like foxes’ talies.





